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Fur to me to live is Chriſt, and to die ii 
Gain. | 


vidence is, that leads our Thoughts to theſs 
Words ; the Sorrows of many of your 
>. Hearts, and the ſolemn Comets 
this crowded Aſſembly, are before-hand with me 
in appriſing you of it. My Buſineſs is, by divine 
Aſſiſtance, humbly to attempt an Improvement 
of them to ſuch happy Purpoſes, as may enable 
each of us to adapt for our own Uſe,  ac- 
cording to the reſpective Stations, in which * 
8 of God has placed us: For it ,w 
be of little Avail to any of us to hear of others, 
to whom they belong, unleſs. we can apply them 
upon good Grounds, and with a right Spirit, to 
ourſelves. | * | 
They are the Words of the great Apoſtle 
Paul concerning himſelf ; and. the Particle. for, 
with which he introduces them, ſhews, that 
they refer back to ſomething, that he had been 
ſaying, before If we confine the Reference ta 
thus Foot of. the eee ee 
* un 


J NEED not tell you what the awful Pro- 


(4) 


in which he ſpeaks of his earneſt Expectation and © 
agnified in his _— i 


n l ae a 
ide Reaſon, of that Hope, which was, as ſorng 
render the Words, that Chriſt was bis Gain, in 


living and dying (Est 70 Ins, No . nai To. 


ar Yar, x.). The promoting of his In- 
tereſt and Glory, was the great Advantage, 
which the Apoſtle aim'd at in both, and was 
well affured would be anſwer'd, through the 
Bleſſing of God, by his Faith, Preaching, and 
Converſation while he lived; and by the honour- 
able Teſtimony he ſhould bear to Chriſt, when 
he came to die; eſpecially if, in Conſequence of 
his then preſent Bonds, he were to ſeal his Te- 
ſtimony with his Blood. Chriſt was his ll in 
Life and Death ; upon him he depended for 
Grace, and from him he derived it, to enable 
him to purſue his great Deſign of glorifying him, 
both living and dying, and of gaining over Souls 
to him, whether he himſelf ſhould continue long 
in this World, or ſoon die a Martyr out of it. 
Chriſt, in every View, was his chief Gain : And 
his Heart was ſo full of him, that it overflowed 
in a Torrent of Expreſſions, wherein he mentions 
him, under this very Title, near twenty Times 
in this ſhort Chapter. 

But if we take a wider Scope for the Refe- 
Tence in our Text, and carry it a little farther 
backward, to what the Apoſtle had faid, in the 
three foregoing Verſes, about his rejorcing, that 
Chriſt was preached, whether in Pretence, or in 
Truth ; and his knowing, that this ſhould turn to 
tis Salvation „according to his earneſt Expecta- 

tion 
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ton and Hupe, that in nothing be "ſhotld"be 
aſhamed, &c. Then we may take theſe Words 
according to our Tranſlation of them, as giv= 
ing the Reaſon of all this: For to him to tive 
was Chriſt, whom they preached ; and to die 
was Gain, unto the obtaining of the Salvation, 
which he hoped for; and, on theſe Accounts, 
it was an equal Matter to him, whether Chrift 
ſhould be magnified in his Body, by Life, or by 
Death. And I am the more inclined to con- 
ſider the Connection in this extenſive View, 
or at leaſt to take in a Gain to the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf at Death, as well as to the Honour and Ser- 
vice of Chriſt; becauſe in the two next Verſes, 
which ſeem to be an Explication of his Senti- 
ments in this, he intimates that, if he were to 
live in the Fleſh, his ſerving and honouring Chriſt, 
would be the Fruit of his Labour, even all that 
he thought worth living for: But if he were fo 
depart, it would be to go to Chriſt, which was 
far better for himſelf, than to abide in the Body; 
and this threw him into a Strait what to chuſe. 
(ver. 22, 23.) I ſhall therefore principally keep 
my Eye upon this Senſe of the latter Part of the 
Text, the former being the ſame in both Ways 
of rendering it. 3 

The Account, which the Apoſtle here gives of 
himſelf, relates immediately to his publick mi- 
niſterial Character, but holds good, with regard 
to his Character, as a Chriſtian, or true Believer; 
yea, it evidently comprehends ths, as neceſſary un- 
to a happy Diſcharge of the Duties of that : And 


therefore, though the preſent Occaſion requires a a 


peculiar Attention to the i of theſe ; yet, 1 
| | the 


(6) 
che other is fo eſſential to it, and. may be moſt | 
tably conſidered together with it, we ſhall 
include both ; and ſo look upon the Words, as 
riptive of true Belieuers, and faithful Mini- 
fters. Firſt in their Lives, To them to live is 
brit; and Secondly in their Death, To them to 
die is Gain. Let us begin with conſidering, 


a 


_ *- Firſt, The Deſcription given in our Text of 
true Believers, and faithful Miniſters in their F 
Lives, To them to live is Chriſt. T 

He is the great End and Scope of their living, 1 
that they may ſerve and glorify him: And tho” 4 
G Miniſters and private Chriſtians are calld ». 
to ſome different Ways of honouring their great * 
Lord and Redeemer, and of advancing his Cauſe of 
and Intereſt in the World ; yet they are all con- ch 
cern'd, and in one Form or other engaged, ac- hz 
cording, to their ſeveral Stations, in this great and * 
noble Deſign. Some of their Ways of purſuing th 
it are common to both, whilſt others are peculiar th, 
to them, that officzate in ſacred Things: This will 
appear in the Proceſs of the Diſcourſe ; in which I in 
ſhall draw out the Account, that our Text gives 2 
of them in their Lives, under the three following Jo 
Heads. And here I would obſerve, that hi 

I. It is the andoubted Duty of true Believers, = 
and faithful Miniſters to live to Chriſt. ad 

Their reſpective Characters and Profeſſions ſup- lat 
poſe this; their Obligations to it are indiſpen- the 
ſible they are perſuaded of it in their own in 
Minds; and their Principles bind it upon their 45 


Conſciences: And what may be offered in ſnew- 
ing, that this is their Duty, will, at the ſame 
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The inform ws, Wheren to them ts lo is c 
Proceed we then to take ſome Notiee of it. 
5 


1. As it concerns Miniſters and Believers 10 
common. 

The Glory of Chriſt, ind of God in him; 
which muſt be all fo , as included int 
living to him, * that the Pather may be glori 
in the Son, ought to be the main View of their 
Lives. All their civil, moral, and 4 Acts 
ſhould, one Way or other, point tend to- 
wards it, and ultimately center and iflue in it; that 
b cobether they eat or drink, or whatever they do, all 
may be done to the Ghry of God ; and in the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus. This ſhould lie uppermoſt on 
their Hearts, and govern the Courſe of their Be- 
havipur : For God's great Deſign in the Goſpel 
is, to exalt himſelf in his Son, and his Son toge- 
ther with himſelf ; rbar all Men may honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father. a. 

And as all right living to Chriſt, and hohour- 
ing him, begins in the Heart, I would, in ſetting 
out this Duty, begin with ſuppeſting, how that 
_— to be engaged in it. We ſhould have 

high and chr. Thoughts of Chriſt, of his 
Perſon and Offices ; of what he is in himſelf, as 
the glorious God-Man, and of what he has done 
and ſuffer d on Earth, for bringing in an evet- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, and taking away Sin by 
the Sacrifice of himſelf ; of what he is now do- 
ing in Heaven, as our great High-Prieſt and 
— at the Father s Right-Hand, and as 


_Heat- 
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©." Head: over all Things to the Church; and 


of what he Sui uftyt in judging. the World at 
the laſt Day. Under theſe, and ſuch like 


enten ef him, we ſhould honour. him, 
y placing all our Dependence on him, as a 

* „ſuitable, and all- ſufficient Saviour; and 
as; the only Ground and Mædium of all our Hope 
toward God, and Acceptance with him, and 
of our deriving, all. Grace and Strength from him, | 
that is needful to animate and aſſiſt us in his | 
Way and Work, whereby we may be. enabled to 

« walk, even as Chrift walked, and to glorify God. 
in 0ur Bodies and Spirits, which are bis : And 
we. ſhould truſt entirely, and alone, on the great. 
Mediator, and on the free Grace of God in him, 
for all Salvation, as knowing, that © Grace reigns. 
through Righteouſneſs to eternal Life, by. Jeſus 
Cbriſt our Lord; and that * we are ſaved by Grace, 
through Faith, and that not of ourſelves ; it 1s the 
Gift of God. To join any thing + our, own. 
with Chriſt, and the rich Grace of God in him, 
as. the Ground of our Expectation of faving; 
Bleflings, is to detract from their Glory; it is to 
take Honour to ourſelves, and to boaſt in our- 
ſelves, . inſtead of glorying only in the Lord; 
and lo is directly contrary to our Duty, and to 
the whole Scheme of the Goſpel, as the Apoſtle 
ſummarily, repreſents it, when, in Oppoſition to 
* glorying in God's Preſence, he lays, But of him 
are ye in Chrift Jeſus, who of God is made unto us 


Wi Nn, and Rigbteouſneſs, and 3 
an 
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and Redemption ;| that, according: as it ir mri 


be that glorieth, ler hum glory in the Lord. MA 


can't honour Chriſt in our Hearts beiter than 
when we can ſay writh the Apoſtle, * The Life' 


due nom live in the Fleſh, is by the Faith & ile 


San of God, wha loved us, and gave himſelf for . 

And as Faith words by Love, and Chrift is pre. 
cicus to them that believe, and they * that love 
him who begat, love them alſa that are begatten' of 
lim: So, as ever we would live to his Honour, 
our Hearts ſhould glow with the moſt ſincere 
and ardent Affection to him, to his Truths and 
Ways, to all that bear his Image, and belong to 
him; and ſhould be daily renewing free, ſolemn 
and unreferved Surrenders of our whole ſelves up 
to him, and to the Father through him, by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. We ſhould like- 
wiſe be zealouſly concerned for his Glory; for 
the diftinguiſhing Doctrines of his Goſpel,” which 
reflect a peculiar Honour upon him; and for 
vital, practical Godlineſs, in all holy Communion 


with him, and in an unfeigned, impartial and uni- 


verſal Obedience to his Commands. 
As in this Manner we ſhould glorify Chriſt in 
our Hearts; ſo we ſhould give all poſſible Evi- 
dence of it, in a holy and regular Profeſſion of 
his Name, according to his own Inſtitutions and 
Appointments ; we ſhould hereby ſhew to all a- 
round us, that we are not aſhamed of him, or of 
his Goſpel and Ways; but that we 4 25 him, 


as our Head and Saviour, our Prophet, Prieſt and 
1 King, 


1 John . 1. 8 Ce. 7 ' a 5 * 1 
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King, our Life and Strength, and the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs ; and as our all in all. 8 | 
And, correſpondent to this holy Profeſſion of 
him, We ſhould lay out ourſelves, in our reſpe- 
ctive Places and Stations, to ſpread his divine and 
mediatorial Glories; to recommend him to others, 
to our Families, Friends, and Acquaintance, by 
ſpeaking of him and for him, as Opportunities 
and Occaſions offer; and by exemplifying the 
Reality and Efficacy of Goſpel- Principles, and 
of the Grace of God, which attends and owns. 
them, in the Humility, Integrity, and Benevo- 
lence of our Temper and Behaviour, and in all 
the Beauties of a ſpiritual and heavenly, juſt 
and ſober, and every way fruitful Converſation, 
ſuch as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt. We 
ſhould likewiſe improve our temporal Subſtance, 
our Strength-of Body and Mind, and all our 
Influence in the World, to ſupport and propa- 
gate the Kingdom and Glory of the dear Re- 
deemer, and to gain over Souls to him. And 
when any Attempts are made to degrade his 
Perſon, to ſet aſide, or depreciate his Atone- 
ment, and the Operations of his Spirit, or to 
pervert any important Article of his Goſpel, and 
obſtruct the Progreſs of his Cauſe and Intereſt, 
We ſhould ! earneſtly contend for the Faith, which 
was once delivered to the Saints; and ſtand faſt 
in one Spirit, with one Mind, ſtriving together for 
the Faith of the Goſpel, in nothing terrified by our 
Adverſaries. But, at the fame Time, we ſhould. 
take 


Jud. 3. and Phil, i. 27, 28, 


Py 


%F W TY WW” TY WW WoW 0 0D 7. Sw * Th 


b 
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take Heed of indulging to an intemperate Hei 
as knowing, that ® the Wrath of Man wor 


not the Righteouſneſs of God; and inſtead of cen 


ſuring and condemning Perſons, together with 
their Principles, we are in Meekneſs to inſtruct 
thoſe, that oppoſe. themſelves, if God peradventure 
will give them Repentance, to the acknowledging 
of the Truth. And in Matters of 4% Moment, 


that are well conſiſtent with holding ri, the 


Head, we ſhould even agree to differ, without 
Breach of brotherly Affection, and leave our el. 
low Chriſtians to God, till he may reveal ſucij 
Things to them ; that as far as we have already at. 
tained, we may walk by the ſame Rule, and mind 
the ſame Things; and ſo may ? walk worthy of the 
Vacation, wherewithawe are called, with all Lowlineſs 
and Meekneſs, with Long-ſuffering, forbearing one 
another in Love ; endeavouring to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. This, you ſee, 
by what is here ſaid, is to the Honour of our 
high Vocation, and of him that has called us; 
and therefore we ſhould love, and treat all thoſe, 
as Brethren, whom we have Ground to believe, 
in the Judgment of Charity, * Chriſt has received 
to the Glory of God. | > Han 

In theſe Ways bath Miniſters and People, in 
their different Stations, ſhould endeavour to ho- 
nour Chriſt, and to promote his Cauſe and Inte- 
reſt in the World, by living to him. To this 
noble End, all our Thoughts, Words and 


Actions, ſhould be directed in their ultimate 
B 2 View: 


— 


— 
— 


m Jam. i. 20. n 2 Tim. ii. 25. o Phil. ili. 155 16. 
P Eph. iv. 1, 2, 3. Nom. xv. 7. ; 


Cre ) 
view: For, to this End, God bach choſen, 
tedeemed, and called us. He choſe us in Chriſt 
tafore the Foundation of the World, that we fhould 
he holy, and without Blame before him in Loue,— 
ro the. 2 of: the: Glory of his Grace, Chriſt 


alſo gave hinſelf for us, Thet he might redeem us 
all Hig wity, 7 unto himſelf « pecu- 
Jar People, 8 0 ' Works. And ye area 
cboſen Generation, 275 the A q — 4 
Prigfhood, an holy Nation, a peculiar People, that 
ye ſhould ſhew orb Fhe Praiſes of bim, db hut 
balled you out f Darkneſs into his marvellous Li gbt. 
pu we may conſider this, 
2. As it concerns Minifters more e particularly. 
bey are not only to live to Chriſt, by making 
kis Intereſt and Glory their great End, in common 
with other Chriſtians ; but are to give themſelves ' 
wholly to this Service, and to employ their Strength 
and Time, their Gifts and Graces, their natural 
and acquired Talents, in what moſt immediately 
relates to it. The Advancement of his Kingdom 
and Honour, of the Knowledge of him, and 
SubjeCtion to him, in all his Characters, ſhould 
de the principal Aim and End of their Preaching, 
and of all their holy Miniſtrations. For we 
preacb not ourſebves, ſays the Apoſtle, but Cbriſt 
Fefus the Lord; and ourſelves your Servants for 
2 Sale: And their Work is uſually deſcribed 
y preaching _ 


— — 


— 


28. C Tit. ii. 14. t 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
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and ſucceed them in prom 
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They ſhould willingly 


4 and be Per "ich 


him, and for the Good of previous fouls, to Win 


them over to him: They ſhould gude i 
Pains in che Study, in che Pulpit, in Chutch- 
Eero Sara e inceainlagie te 

— —— 1 ao as Bok 
trines, and the Ev of his Kingdoms: Ad why | 
ſhould ſet about, and go on wick Dikgenes and 
Perſeverance in all this, and wich an humble De 
| on his Grace, to direct and aft; own 


oting the Truch, as it 
is in Jeſus, and in enforcing it with all Arps 
ments taken from his Authority and Love. Th 
are to conſider themſehves, as * the err 
Chriſt, and Labourers in his Vineyard; as Stew. 
ards of the Myſteries, and of ? be manifold Grace 
of God, who * requires, that they' be 
as * ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel; and as 
Examples to the Flock: And therefore, by! all 
proper Ways and Means, they: are to Hori? 
him, who hath ſent them, and to ſhew whoſe 
they are, and whom they ſerve. © As they detive 
their Commiſſion, and their ai, from 'Chriſt 
they ſhould faithfully and laboriouſiy improwe al 
for him; that, thrgugh the attending Power of 
his Spirit, he may be glorify'd in the Converfion 
of Sinners, and Edification of the Saints in 
Faith, Comfort, and Holineſs, to complet gal- 
vation. They ſhould lay themſelves ont for 
him, that his Name may be exalted ; that the 
plaineſt Traces of his Doctrine and Imaye =_y 


——_ 
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* Cor. iv. I, 24 = 7 I Pet. iv. 10. B Phil. 3. 17. 
* 1 Pet. v. 3. | | 
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med in n and that they may 
1 N. 5 aue of Ghrift, — and read 
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92 — Contempt and One ſition the 
Servants of Chriſt may meet with, or whatever 
they may ſuffer for — his Cauſe, and 
preaching his uncorrupted Goſpel, according 


to 
the beſt 57 their Light; they ſhould be faithful, 


reſolute, and couragious, in ſpeaking, acting and 
ſuffering for him, as thoſe that * are not aſhamed 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; becauſe it is the Power of 
God unto Salvation to every one that believes. 
Thus, it is the undoubted Duty of both private 
Chriſtians, and Ggſpel. Miniſters, to honour Chriſt 
in their Lives. And they that are in Truth, what 
they profeſs to be, under either of theſe Charac- 
ters, muſt believe, and own it to be ſo. Hence 


II. It is the ſincere Defire and hw of every 
true Believer, and faithful Miniſter, to live to 
Chriſt. 

His Glory lies near their Hearts: It is their 
Grief, thee they can advance it no more; and it 
is their ſerious Deſire and Concern, Prayer and 
Endeavour, to be more active, eminent and ſuc- 
ceſsful, in promoting it. Hence the Apoſtle 
fays, (2 Cor. v. 14, 15.) The Love of Chriſt con- 
ſtrains us; becauſe we thus judge, that if one died 
for all, then were all dead ; and that he died for 
all, that they which live ſhould not henceforth live 
wnto 2 but unto him, which died for 


them, roſe again, It is now their great and 
governing 
b Gal, iy, 19, * 2 Cor, ili. 2, 3. Rom. i. 16, - 
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(15) 
governing End, that, inſtead of diving to them- 
ſelves, as they were formerly wont to do, they 
may live to him, who died for their Sins, and 
roſe again for their Juſtification ; that, inſtead 
of ſeeking to promote their own ſecular Intereſts; 
Honour and Pleaſure in the World, they may 
ſeek the Intereſt and Honour of Chriſt, and the 
Things that pleaſe him. This is the Effect of 
that happy Change, which Grace has made upon 
them, whether they be Miniſters, or only pri- 
vate Chriſtians ; and therefore the Apoſtle adds 
(ver. 17.) 1f any Man be in Chrift, he is a new- 
Creature; old Things are paſſed away, ' behold, all 
Things are become new, His Principles, Deſires 
and Deſigns, among other Things, are renewed ; 
they are ſet right, and give the Soul a ſtrong 
Biaſs toward the Glory of Chriſt, and of God in 
him. 

This is the very Spirit and Genius of a true 
Believer, and Goſpel-Miniſter : He longs for no- 
thing, and aims at nothing more, than that” 
Chriſt may be exalted, in all that he undertakes 
and doth ; or, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, in the 
Verſe before our Text, that Chriſt may be mag- . 
mfied in his Body, whether it be by Life, or by 
Death, And he that prefers his own Reputation 
and Intereſt to Chriſt's, and, in the general Courſe / 
of his Life, ſeeks to promote his own, in Oppo- 
ſition to, or in a wilful Neglect of Chriſt's, can 
be no true Believer, or faithful Miniſter of the 
Goſpel. For where there is a Principle of Grace 
derived from him, it will naturally carry the 
happy Subjects of it upward. to him, that they 
may ſhew forth his Praiſe. Hence 1 
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- HL Living to Chriſt is, in ſotne prevailing 
Degree, their daily Exerciſe and Practice. 
Their Deſires and Deſigns for him are ſuch 
active and powerful Tendencies, and Workings 
in the Heart, as influence the Conduct; and pro- 
duce ſome. genuine Fruits to his Glory; though, 
alas l not ſo much, as they themſelves could ear- 
neſtly wiſh. They have not only a Principle, 
but ſome Exerciſes of Faith in Chriſt, and of 
Love to: him and his Goſpel, People and Ways, 
and ſome Zeal for his Glory : They make bum- 
ble Surrenders of their whole © Selves to the Lord ; 
and live-in an habitual and determined Devotedneſs 
of Soul to him: They endeavour, by his Grace, 
to fill up all the Duties of their civil and religious 
Stations and Relations, with Diligence and Fide- 
lity, as may be moſt for the Honour of his Name; 
and they have ſuch a conſcientious Reſpect to 
all his Commands, that they dare not allow 
themſelves in the Commiſſion of any known Sin, 
or in the Neglect of any known Duty, on any 
Confideration whatſoever. 

They follow him in his Ways, and ſometimes 
find them to be Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and Paths 
of Peace to their own Souls, and can recommend 
them, upon Experience, to others: They fide 
vith him, and take his Part, againſt his Enemies; 
and are ready to do what in them lies, according 
to their Capacities and Opportunities, to ſubſerve 
his Cauſe and Intereſt in the World: And they 
are humble and importunate Petitioners. at a 
Throne of Grace, that his Name and _—_— 
—_— highly exalted, and ſpread through the 
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In a Word, their Spirit, Converſation, Wai) 
and Walk, ſhine; forth: in the Beauties of Hol» 
neſs, under one Form or another ; and the pre- 
vailing Biaſs and Courſe of their Living, is not 
to themſelves, but to their once erucified, and 
now - exalted Redeemer. Hence the Apoſſle, 
ſpeaking of private Chriſtians, as well as Mini- 

ers, ſays, © None of us liveth to himſelf, and no 

Man dieth to bimſelf: For whether ue live, ue 
live unto the Lord; and whether uwe die, ue = 
unto the Lord; whether we Jive therefore er dic, 
we. are the Lord's : For, to this End, 1 both: 
died, and roſe, and revived, that be might\.be: 
Lord both of the Dead and Living. Thus, you 
ſee how Things ſtand with true Believers, and 
faithful Ministers in their Lives : It is their un- 
doubted and acknowled ged Duty; and is become 
their ſincere Deſire and Aim, and, in ſome | 

„their daily Exerciſe: and Practice, to line 
to Chriſt. This leads us to the other Nack 1 
Our Text, which i 18 To {1 264 

Secondly, The Deſcription. Siren af 1 
lievers, and faithful nn ' In. their Death, 
To them to die is Gain. „H 

When a Servant of Chriſt, or uber Child of 
God, lies upon a fick and dying Bed, fylligf: 
Faith and Hope, Patience and Refignation, 
Weanedneſs from this World, and Aſpiratians:: 
aſter Heaven and Glory; and when they that 
ſtand: around him, ſee bis lovely Depottment s 


ad beve hang full and bonountly of 
praking 4 y 
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MR 
Chriſt, 4+ knowing whom he: has, believed, and 
recommending-him, upon preſent and former 
Experience, to hit Friends and Relations; and 
when, at laſt, they ſee him yielding up his de- 
parting Soul into the Hands of the Lord Jeſus, 
with: all Compoſure and humble Confidence, or 
with triumphant Ecſtaſy and Aſſurance, on the 
Boot of his Righteouſneſs, and the Sovereign 
Grace of God in him, What a Revenue of Glory 
doth-fuch a Death bring to Chriſt! How invit- 
ing is it to others, to taſte and ſee that the Lord 
18 good And how encouraging and eſtabliſhing 
to all that believe in him | This is a Teſtimany, 
which every one of his Saints and Servants would 
gladly. bear to the Honour of our bleſſed Lord, 
in their dying Moments. | 
But whether their Deſire be anſwered, at a 
higher- or lower Rate, in this Sort- of Gain for 
Ghr:/t;/ as well as for the preſent Comfort of their 
own:Souls, in this World, we may be very ſure, 
that all thoſe, to whom to live has been Chriſt, 
ſhall find, that Death is their own highe/ft- Gain, 
in-tbo-Horld- to come. *Tis, to them, the. Gate 
of Heaven, and a ſhort, very ſhort Paſſage, 
and quick Diſpatch to the Manſions of - eternal 
Reſt and Glory: Tis a Coronation-Day to 
them, who are made Kings and Prieſts to God 
and our Father: And it advances them to that 
State, and thoſe Dignities and Delights, which 
they moſt of all long for the Enjoyment of. Thus 
our Apoſtle. accounted of it, when he ſpoke of- 
his:Defre to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which 
rs far better, than any State can be here in the 
Body; and ſo every Believer thinks of it — 
. , Wnen 
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From Heaven. — We are confident 
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when his Faith is in lively Bxetcl&,; and-realitan 


the Glory and Bleſſedneſs of that State, to which 
Death will tranſmit him. Then his Language 
is, as in 2 Cor. v. 1, 2, 8. N tov; that rf our 
earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſaluad, "wh 
have a Building of God, an Houſe not made with 


Hands, eternal in the Heavens : For in this; "that 


is, if hr naſe yore wan, . 
ing to be clothed upon with our Houſe, which 15 
; 1 tay, and 


willing rather to be abſent from the Body, "and to 
be preſent with the Lora. 4 
The Gain of a gracious Soul, and Servant of 
Chriſt, by Death, is too Great to be rated hy out 
narrow Minds, while they are ſhut up in-theſt 
dark Houſes of Clay; and the Inſtances of it are 
too numerous, to be ted in the ſcanty 
Limits of Time; much leſs can a ä 
Diſcourſe give any proportionate Detail 

them. No Conn inferior to the Spirits of the 
Juſt made perfect, can ſufficiently apprehend, and 
eſtimate the immenſe Riches of that Gain; and 
Eternity itſelf is not more, than enough, to dell 
over its vaſt and endleſs Variety. However; 1 
ſhall attempt to give you a ſummary View of it 
Rae the two Heads of 1 15 2 — 
Paſfeſtons or Enjoyments. ſe our : 
— to have had in his Eye, and e 
Thoughts to, in the next Verſe, but one, after 


our Text, where he ſpeaks of his Defire t0'depary 


from this World, and from the Body of Fleſh 
and Sin, and all the Miſeries that attend them; 
and 70 be with Chriſt, in Poſſeſſion of all thy 
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Biefings and Delights of his immediate Preſence. 


1 fay then, | 


I. All the faithful Servants of Chriſt, and true 
Believers gain, by their Death, a complear De- 
tiverance from every Evil, which they feel or fear. 
When their Souls depart from the Body, they 
leave a World of Sin and Sorrow behind them, 
and get to the remoteſt Diſtance from every Kind 
of Evil. Death, which diſſolves the Union of 
their Souls and Bodies, diſſolves their Union with 
every Trouble, that here at any Time cleaves 
to them ; when it ſhakes down theſe totterin 
earthly Tabernacles, it ſhakes off every Clog an 
Burden, that annoys us in them; and theſe 
mortal Bodies themſelves, that are laid down in 
all their Yeakneſs and Corruption, ſhall be rebuilt, 
and reaſſumed, at the Reſurrection of the Juſt, 
with vigorous. Immortality, and exceeding Glory, 
as the Apoſtle repreſents at large in 1 Cor. xv, 
42, &c. 

While we are here, we are perplexed on every 
Side : Sin, Darkneſs, Fear, and many diſor- 
derly Paſſions ſpring up in the Soul, and Sick- 
neſs, Wearineſs and Pain in the Body, within ; 
and Temptations, Diſappointments, Loſſes and 
Dangers, ſome of them common to all Mankind, 
and others peculiar to the People and Servants of 
God, for the Goſpel's Sake, ſurround us witb- 
out : So that, if * in this Life only we had Hope 
#n Chriſt, we ſhould be of all Men moſt miſerable. 
| | | But 
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But Death will put an End to al theſe, and every 


other Evil, that can be imagined, and ſet us be- 

nd their Reach, if we are ſincere Believers : 

e ſhall then gain a compleat and everl 
Deliverance from them all. That Stroke, 
flings down this corrupt and brittle Frame; will 
bring all Deſtruction to a perpetual End; and all 
our Enemies, that inſult us in Life, will, like 
thoſe of Sampſon, be buried in the Ruins of our 


Death, and never be able to riſe up N us 


more. 


Sin, that worſt of Enemies, ſhall novie more 


aſſault us, or work deceitfully in us: It ſhall never 
defile our Conſciences, or fill them with Guilt 


again: It ſhall never hinder, cramp and fetter us 


in the Service of God, and in our Communion 
with him; nor ſpoil the Pleaſure and Spiri 
of our holy Duties : It thall never ſepara 


te be+ 
tween his ſmiling Face and our Souls ; nor hide 
any good Thing from us : It ſhall never awaken 
= Fear, or occaſion one Doubt more : It ſhall 
never make us ſtumble and fall, to the Diſhonour 
of Chriſt, and the Triump of his and our Ene- 
mies, or to the jOffence and Grief of his _ 
Spirit, or of his People, and to the w 
our own Souls. No, it ſhall have no — 
of indwelling with us, or of bad Effects upon us 

But as ſoon as theſe Houſes of Cla 7 ſhall ke pull 
ed down, this Body of Sin, — Branch, 

ſhall be thoroughly purged out, and die with them; 


and we ſhall be * preſented aulit, before the Pre- 


yours of our Lord's Glory, with exceeding Toy. 
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91 All Dartneſi thall be Temzoned; together with 
Sins : what we know not now, will then be 
numberleſs Inſtances; and what we 
under. 
be, by bur bnits Minds. 
| and Ken will then, be rectified; 
— we ſhall ſee Ligbr; und. ſhall 
| #s we are known,——Al Fears ſhall 
| d from us: Our Fears of of- 
God, and apoſtatizing from the Faith, 
, and Holineſs of the Goſpel ; our Fears of 
ing ſhort bf” Heaven, and falling into Hell; 
otir Fears of any Sort of Evil, relating to 
— Body, which here at any Time diſtreſs 
u, ſhall' trouble us no more; bat they ſhall all 
end-in | Peace, Qyietngſs, and Aﬀurence for ever. 
A our inward Vexations, and uneaſy Tem- 
Pers, thall be perfectly cuted : Thoſe teazing and 
Paſſions, that now fret us, boil and 
fwell within us, and make us a Burden to our- 
ſelves, thall never give us one Moment's Dis- 


- compoſure again; all the Faults of our natural 


Temper ſhall be corrected, and a ſerene, calm, 
and unrùffled Diſpoſition of Mind ſhall poſſeſs us 
for ever: We ſhall. then, in the moſt perfect 
Manner imaginable, * be ſancbiſied wholly in Spi- 
rit, and Soul, and Body, and be every Way blame- 

be ot the Coming of our Lord Feſus Chrif. 
Satan ſhall never more annoy us with his 
troubleſome Suggeſtions, and fiery Darts: But 
3 tbe „ will bruife him under our Feet. 
—Difappoint- 


* Pfal. Xxxvi. 9. I Cor. xiii, 12. i ka, xxxü. 17. 
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| 2. Sorrow, nor. Cry 
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— and Boſs of a, Kad 
ſhall . never more be fall uy nor ſhall 4 
Grief, or Pain, in Bong or dying, ever a 
us again: Por * Ord ol „ 
Nag, Bs Eyes, and . — more Deathy 
neitber hall there: 
np ute e Ne Bbw hk Thing with: 
paſs d dy. — Perſecutions and Dangene>D 
matron" and Op 1, ſhall ceaſe for over; 
(Hall Friends or Bnemres, in pomp niger our 
cumſtance, be Occaſions of the leaſt Trulli on 


Wneafmefs to us. And the moſh important, Crown, 
ing, and WO rs Deliverance is, that 
we ſhall never feel one Drop of the dreadfub 
Wrath to come. Phen, in the higheſd'\'an$ 
ſtrongeſt Senſe, * the ranſomed of the Lord" ſhalt 
return, and come to the heavenly Sion, 80 


and everlaſting Joy upon their Nad 
obtain Joy and Gladneſs, and Sorrow: and 8 


ing e e, This leads me 16 d 
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8 II. Chrift's faithful Servants; ahi trite | Be. 
ievers gain, by Death, a Po Non or Bnjoymens' 
F all, — 16 alk, x and glorious.” 
Whatever Acceſfion of Glory and Bleſffedneſ 
ther ray receive, when their Souls and Bodies 
be re-united: at the general ReſurreRion, i. 

is all in Conſequence of, and'entail& upon, that 
State, into which they enter at Death; and even 
then their Souls have an ——% 
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the: glorious Preſence of Chriſt ; otherwiſe: thera 
would be no room for the Apoſtle's Strait, be- 


tit a Deſire of I uing to him here, and of be- 


ing with bim in the better World: For were not 
an Enjoyment of this high Privilege, to com- 
ferred to the general Reſurrection, he wou'd not 
have been one Moment the ſooner with Chriſt, 
in Heaven, in Caſe he had died that very Day, 
than if he had lived a Thouſand Years longer up- 
on Earth; and, conſequently, no Thoughts of 
preſent dying, in Order to his being with Chrift, 
cou'd have had any Weight againſt his Deſire of 


continuing here, to live to bim. But, no ſooner, 


are the Souls of Believers » abſent from the Body, 
than preſent with the Lord: They are 7 that very 


Day with him in Paradice, as was the Soul of. 


the penitent Thief, when expiring on the Croſs : 
And the Sum and Perfection of all heavenly Hap- 
pineſs to the Saints, even after their whole Per- 


4 So ſhall we ever be with the Lord. 
All the Bleſſedneſs and Glory of Heaven it- 
ſelf, is indeed already theirs, in Right and Title; 


and they have ſome ſweet Earnefts, Beginnings, | 


and Foretaſtes of it, even now : For he that 


lieues on the Son bath everlaſting Life. But they 
are far from a compleat Enjoyment of it. This. 
they are Jooking, longing, and hoping for, and. 
panting after: And this they ſhall certainly gain, to 
the utmoſt of their Wiſhes, when they come to die. 


Then 


0 2 Cor. v. 8. e» Luke xxiii. 43. 4 1 Thel, iv. 17, 


immediately after Death, but to be de- 


ons ſhall be inſtated in it, is deſcribed by this, 


"Then gl chat God bs promiſe, or they. 
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hope for; all that is neceſſary to perfect their 
l and fill up their largeſt Yong d and 
Deſires, in their erte State, ſhall be given 
them, to their entire and endleſs Satisfackion: 
For in his Preſence is Fulneſs of Joy z at bis 
Right-Hand are Pleaſures for ever mort. 4 

Their Unger/tandings ſhall; be enlarged, and 
entertain d with the ſublimeſt Viſions : * 17 07 
are the Pure in Heart ; for they ſhall ſee God : 
t With him is the Fountain of 12 fe.; and in bis 
Light, they ſhall fee Light. Theit Wills and Af- 


fetions ſhall move oi perfect Regularity, in a 


due Subjection to God, and to the plaineſt Pi- 
rection of their own irradiated Minds; and ſhall 
be entirely ſatiated with ſupreme Goodneſs itſelf, 
Their whole Souls will, be at Reſt on their proper 
Center, and tranſporting Joys will ſpread through 
all their Powers and Faculties, in clear, affectio- 
nate and beatifick Views of the  ever-blefſed 
God, and of all divine Perfections, as they ſhine 
out in the Perſon and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt : 
For * now we ſee through a Glaſs darkly; but 
then Face to Face. And Father, I will, lays our 
dear Lord, * that they, whom thou haſt given me, 
be with me where I am, that they may Jbold my 
Glory. Every Diſplay of this divine and excellent 
Glory before them, will reflect a reſembling Glo- 
ry, as impteſſing his illuſtrious Image, in its 
ſtrongeſt and brighteſt Lines, upon them. 7 They 


ſhall behold God's Face in Righteouſneſs, and be ſa- 


D tisfied, 


r Pal. xvi. 11, Matt. v. 8. t, Pſal. xxxvi. 9. — 
1 Cor, xiii. 12. * John-xvil. 24. 17 Plal. xv. 4. 
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tisfied, when they awake with his Likeneſs : And 
* when Chriſt ſhall appear, they ſhall be like bim; 
9 for they ſhall ſee him as be is. 

_ Their Refidence will be in the heavenly Man- 
1 ſions, in that City, which has Foundations, 
J whoſe Builder and Maker is God ; where all Light 
| and Love, Holineſs and Joy, ſhall reign and 2 

riſh for ever. Their agreeable and harmonious 
1 Aſſociates, will be w_ than * an ** 
Company o els, and the Spirits of juſt Men 
= their dehghtful | Fra 
will be, to join with them in everlaſting Halle- 

lujahs. I beheld, ſays the Apoſtle John, and heard 

the Voice of many Angels round about the Throne, 

and the Beaſts, or rather living Creatures, and the 

Elders ; © and the Number of them was ten Thouſand 

Times ten Thouſand, and Thouſands of Thouſands, 

ſaying with a loud Voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 
was ſlain, to receive Power, and Riches, and Wif- 

dom, and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and 

Bleſſing ; and again, Bleſſing and Honour, and Glo- 

ry, and Power, be unto him, that fits upon the Throne 

and to the Lamb for ever and ever. And the crown- 

ing Felicity of all, which makes Heaven, and its In- 

habitants, what they are for Glory and Delight, 

lies in this, that“ he who /its on the Throne, ſball 

dwell among them; and the Lamb, which 1s in 

the Midſt of the Throne, ſhall feed them, and ſhall 

lead them unto living Fountains of Waters. Who 

can conceive the immenſe Happineſs of this 

State! Ble/ſed are they that dwell in God's Houſe 
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on high; they are ever praiſing him, Who can 
make an equal Eſtimate of that Gain, which the 
faithful Servants of Chriſt, and all true Believers 
reap, by their Death Each of theſe Heads wou'd 
admit of many Diſcourſes to illuſtrate them; and 
after all, when we come to ſee them in the up- 
per World, we ſhall ſay, with Admiration, as 
the Queen of Sheba did of Solomon's Glory, the 
balf of them was not told us. But I muſt leave 
the brief Hints, that have been ſuggeſted, to the 
Enlagement of your own Thoughts upon them ; 
and cloſe with two or three practical Remarks, 


I. N FR 
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We may infer, 
1. That the Saints, and faithful Servants ef 
Chriſt, are vaſtly different from others, in Life 
and Death. 2 
There is a wide Difference between them in 
Life, Chriſt is the End of the Believer's Life, 
both in publick and private Character: He lives 
to him; he gives him the Glory of all his Sal- 

vation, reſts entirely upon him, and his Ri 
ouſneſs for it, and ſhews forth his Praiſe in a ho- 
ly Converſation; and when he has done all, hs 
ſays, be is an unprofitable Servant, and grieves that 
he can do no more for his great Lord and dear 
Redeemer. But the Unbeliever, whether Miniſter 
or private Perſon, lives to himſelf; ſeeks his own 
Honour, Pleaſure, or ſecular Intereſt, makes 
D 2 | them 
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e 
them bis higheſt End, and thinks himſelf no 


further happy, than as he obtains them. 'And if 


he has any Concern about Religion, he therein 
ſets up for himſelf, in Oppoſition to Chriſt, or 
at leaſt together with him, that he may ſhare in 


105 Honour of his own Salvation with him. 


pon the whole, he lives to Self, Sin, Satan, 
and the World, inſtead of living to Chrift. Theſe 
Ways of liying are in themſelves, and in God's 
Account, as diſtant as Heaven and Earth; and 
will certainly, one Day, be found to be fo, what- 
*ever ſome may think of them no. 

There is. accordingly, as wide a Difference in 
their Death. The Believer loſes nothing by dy- 
ing, that is worth his keeping, or that is not 
made up in ſomething every Way better. If he 
parts with dear Friends and Comforts here, he 
only exchanges them for others, that are infinite- 
ly more valuable and delightful in another World ; 


he gets rid of all that tends to make him miſe- 


rable, and gains all poſſible Bleflednefs there. 
All his evil Things ceaſe, and all his good 
Things commence, in their endleſs Variety and 
Perfection, when he comes to die. But the Un- 

liever loſes all his Comforts at Death, is parted 
rom all his beloved Companions, Friends and 
Relatives, Riches, "Honours and Pleaſures, and 
enters into the worſt of Company, and into Woe 
and Miſery, unutterable and everlaſting. He 
has all his good Things here, which can laſt but 
for a little while; and he has nothing but the 
moſt dreadful Torments hereafter, in the Lake, 
which burns for ever and ever. Hence A- 
frabam ſaid to the rich Man in the Parable, 


dtd = adki .. cc 


Advantage of thoſe, to whom to live is Cbri 


he had any ſuch, can deny it. Though Fune- 


| ( 2+) 
Son, remember that thou in tby Life-time re- 
ceivedſt thy good Things, and Lazarus evil Things.:z 
But now he is comforted, and thou. art tormented, 
We may infer 2 | "Fx 
2. That ſuch amiable living and dying, as oun 
Text deſcribes, are a noble Atteſtation to the Truth, 
Excellence, and Power of the Goſpel, 4 
Tis upon its Principles, all centering in Chriſt, 
that ſuch a Life is form'd, and ſuch a Death ob- 
tain'd : Tis theſe that, under divine Influence, 
animate a Life of Faith in our Lord Jeſus, and 
of Devotedneſs and Obedience to him; and that 
ſupport the Chriſtian in his dying Agonies, and 
give him the brighteſt Proſpects of, and a cer- 
tain Introduction to eternal Gain: Tis theſe that 
have ſuch wonderful Efficacy to the moſt defira» 
ble Uſefulneſs of Life, and Happineſs of Death, 
And what is all this? but a viſible practical De- 
monſtration, that thoſe Goſpel-Principles, which 
are the Means of producing theſe important and 
invaluable Effects, are of God; and that he owns 
them, and impreſſes them by his Spirit for his 
own Glory, and for the preſent and everlaſti 


and to die is Gain. | 
They that had the Pleaſure of being moſt 
intimately acquainted with the late Reverend 
Mr John Hubbard, muſt, I am perſua 
be fully convinced, that this Sort of Life ang 
Death, was, in a diſtinguiſh'd Degree, exempli- 
fied in him ; and I think none of his Enemies, if 
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ral Orations in Praiſe of the Dead are as much 
my Averſion, as they were his, who rather choſe 

to be approved of God, than Man; yet his known 
Worth, and your juſt Expectations demand, that 
I ſhould not be Wolly ſilent about him: And I 
cannot help ſaying, that you read his Character 
and End, in Miniature, as ſet out in our Text, 
abating the Difference between an Apoſtle, and 
an ordinary Miniſter of Chriſt. 

As to bis Life; God had bleſſed him with 
a vigorous, healthy Conſtitution, and good na- 
tural Parts; with a ſtrong Memory, a flowing In- 
vention, and a judicious Mind; with warm and 
tender Affections, under the Guidance and Go- 
vernment of rational, and religious Principles ; 
with an exceeding happy Temper, compaſſionate 
and ſympathizing, honeſt, free and open, affable, 
friendly and communicative ; and with a large 
Stock of uſeful Literature, in various Arts and 
Sciences, together with a rich Treaſure of Theolo- 
gical Knowledge : His Acquaintance, particularly, 
with the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, was ſo uncommonly extenſive and familiar, 
as to ſuperſede his Uſe of a Concordance, which, 
it ſeems, had no Place in his Library : And, to 
ſanctify all theſe excellent Endowments for his 
Maſter's Uſe, he gave unqueſtionable Evidences, 
in the ſerious Turn of his Spirit, and in the ge- 
neral Courſe of a conſcientious and circumſpect 
Walk before God and Men, that his Heart was 
deeply ſeaſon'd with Grace. 

All this eminently fitted him for, and he 
chearfully devoted it to, the Honour of his great 
Lord, in the Service of the Sanctuary; in — 

| af 


mJ | 
for between twenty and thirty Years, he ſucceſs 
fully * fudied to ſhew himſelf approved; a Work 
man, that needed not to be aſhamed,” rightly di- 
viding the Word of Truth, And, about three Years - 
before his lamented Deceaſe, he, at the earneſt 
Requeſt of a Society of Chriſtian Friends ant 
Brethren, took upon him the Care of educating 
young Men for the Miniſtry, that had given 
good Proofs of their having received the Grace 
of God; and he diſcharged this important Truft 
with indefatigable Aſſiduity and Pains, and with 
great and growing Reputation, to the abundant 
Satisfaction and Improvement of thoſe, that came 
under his Tuition. 2, daun 
He had carefully and- thoroughly ſtudied his 
Bible, and the various Controverſies raiſed upon 
it ; and deliberately weighed the Arguments on 
both Sides, with an humble Dependance on the 
Father of Lights, on the great Prophet of the 
Church, and on the Spirit of Truth, far all Gui- 
dance; and, in the Iflue, ſettled with entire Sa- 
tisfaction, upon Judgment, and with a delight- 
ful Reliſh, upon Experience, in that Scheme of 
Evangelical Doctrines, which are commonly 
known by the Name of Caluiniſtick. Theſe he 
had well digeſted, and was very able to defend 
againſt Opponents ; and for the Chief of theſe, 
he had a fervent,. ſteady, and laudable Zeal, 
ſweetly temper'd with a truly Chriſtian Candour 
towards others, that were not juſt in his own 
Way of Thinking. But his Heart ſeem'd moſt 
earneſtly ſet upon reducing all his Principles to 
Experience 


oc. mY „ — 
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s 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
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Experience and Prefiite, in himſelf and others. 
For #his he-zeolonfly.laboured in the Pulpit, in his 
own Family, among his Pupils, and in Converſa- 
tion with: Chriſtian Friends. And that he might, 
rough divine Grace, fulfil all the Parts of the 
Miniſtry, which he received of the Lord Jeſus, 
to the richeſt Advantage; he was as great a 
Redeemer of Time, as moſt in his Day, for lay- 
ing in, and laying out, to the Service of his Ge- 
netation, according to the Will of God. 

Heat very looſe. from the World, and would 
not entangle himſelf with the Affairs of this Life; 
Hut left the chief Management of them to his 


prudent and pious Conſort; and gave himſelf 


belly to his peculiar Work, which was his great 
Delight, and in which he labour'd abundantly. 
This he did, with great Conſtancy and Faithful- 
neſs, in this Church and Congregation, in his 
Academical Employment, in his Turns at the 
#ethly: Merchant's Lecture at Pinner's-Hall, and 
Mr Gwerd's Lecture at Little St Helen's, and an 
Zxpofitory Lecture in the Winter Evepings, at the 
ſame Place; and at two Monthiy Exerciſes, for 
Humiliation and Prayer, with a Sermon; beſides 


many ather occaſional Services, to which he was 


called, and which he readily engaged in. Thus 
to him to live was Cbriſt. 

And as to Deatb's being his Gain; we may 
have the moſt ſatisfactory Aſſurances of this, in 
Reflection on hrs living to Chriſt, after the Man- 
ner, that has been briefly ſketched out; and on 
his own Words upon his Sick and Deatb- bed, 


which were taken from his Mouth, at divers 


Times, in broken Sentences, under the 9 


* 
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of agonizing Pains, while his Head was 
clear and compoſed. Some of theſe (which 1 | 
can't forbear tranſcribing) were as follow. I 
*© have no Doubt of my eternal Intereſt — 
«© Why will ye not let me die —— Father, help 
* me, my heavenly Father and my God 
** defire to be reſigned, I defire to be reſigned. 
* Why ſhould I defire to live? God has made 
** with me an everlaſting Covenant, well ordered 
ein all Things, and ſure, which is all my Sal- 
*. vation, and all my Deſire. —— My Father 
in. Heaven, my Covenant-Father, help. me; 
* lay no more upon me, than thou wilt enable 
* me to bear. Let Patience have its perfect 
* Work. A God near at Hand, and not 
* afar off, a moſt endearing Character! ——1I 
*© was prepared for this Illneſs. For I have been 
“ preaching “ upon theſe Wards, Rom. viii. 37. 
„ Nay, in all theſe Things we are more than (un- 
e querors, Theſe Tabernacles of ours are 
« from, and ordered by God himſelt, eyery 
* Pin of them; and it is fit that he ſhould 
* have the - pulling of them down, in his own 
% Way: He doth all Things with Weight and 
« Meaſure. Having a Deſire to depart and 
« be with Chriſt, which is beſt ; yet content 1 
« am to ſtay, if God has any further Work 
for me to do, —— I put my Truſt in 
% thee, - O Lord. A Preſerver of Hape. 
Let me not be aſhamed Put yaur Truſt 
ein the Lord; pour out your Hearts before 
« him 3 for our God is a Refuge for us. 0 
| E | © Father 
At Haberdaſetr's Hall in the Morning of that) Lord's:Dayy E 
Which the — that iſſued in ki Death. * ; 


“ that fear him 
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be Father of "Compaſſion help me: As.a Father 


e pities his Children ; ſo he Lord pities them 
I will never leave you, 
Hor forſake you —— The Lord is Supreme ; 
e he doth as he Sleafes i in the Armies of eaven, 
and among the Inhabitants of the Earth 
All my Springs are in thee I am in. good 
&« Hands; it is better to fall into the Hands of 
cc God, than into the Hands of Man A 
3% gullty, weak, helpleſs Worm, on thy [kind 
* Arms I fall, dear Jeſus ; in Thee I truſt for 
* Strength, Ri Leſt and Acceptance : 
= Surely every un at his beſt Eſtate, is alto- 
«© gether Vanity. How lopg, O Lord, e're 
„e thou wilt come and help me ! Come, Lord, 

* come quickly. Now do it for Chriſt's Sake. 
<© beſeech thee deliver me from my Pains ; I 
* am thy humble Petitioner. Now to glorify 
« God in the Furnace, what an Honour ! 
fe O for that Faith, which overcomes the 
d World! It nullifies it, and ſhows it to be a 
*© Bauble O the Excellency of Faith! O 
* now increaſe my Faith, and make me more 
te than a Conqueror I beſcech thee releaſe 
* me one way or other. Thou can'ft do it, 0 
* that thou would'ſt. Come, Lord, and make 
no tarrying Subjection to the Father of 
ec Spirits.“ He wool! often ſay under his grievous 
Pains and Agonies, It is well. It is fit we ſhoul 

* endure Pain and Trouble here; for we hal 


te have none hereafter ; there the Inhabitants 


te ſhall not ſay they are ſick —— Man ſoon fell 
e from his firſt Covenant; but God made a more 
© glotious Covenant with his Son. N ow. let 
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© me give up myſelf to Chriſt,” and then added, 
with a ſolemn Pauſe after it, I do, 1 + — 
* O glocify God! I would have all Men do i. 
«© Through him we are more than Conquerors, 
« He is all my Salvation and all my Deſirę. 
Amen.“ | | 

After theſe and many other Expreſſions of the 
like believing, humble, reſigned, joyful and aſ- 
ſured Strain, ſome of which were often repeated 
in the two or three laſt Days of his Illneſs, he 
ſaid, with his expiring Breath, I now give up the 
Ghoſt, With theſe laſt Words in his Mouth he 
immediately departed, on Medneſday half an Hour 
after Four in the Afternoon, Fuly 13, 1743, in 
the 5ſt Year of his Age. Thus he died in the 
Faith and Comfort of thoſe Evangelical Princi- 
ples, which he had tried and proved, and 
preached, and lived upon, for many Years. May 
we ſeverally finiſh our Courſe with Joy like him ! 
But, to conclude, we may infer 

3. That we ought to be deeply concerned to 
imitate thoſe in Lite, to whom to live was Chriſt, 
as ever we would have, and hope for, their Gain in 
Death. 8 0 
Living to Chriſt and gaining by Death are ſo 
cloſely connected, that it is in vain for any of us 
to detire, and hope 70 die the Death of the Righ- 
teous; unleſs we ike, and chuſe, and practiſe their 
Life. Here then we ſhould begin, in a humble 
Dependance on the Grace of Chriſt, if we would 
have their happy End. 1 e 

Had 1 Time, and would the Limits of a fin- 
gle Diſcourſe, which is too b. admit | 

\$ it, 


r 

it, I would earneſtly and particularly recommend 
the fine Example of our dear deceaſed Friend 
and Brother, in the various Steps, in which he 
followed Chriſt, to the Imitation of his mourn- 
ing Relations, of his late Pupils, of the Church 
and 8 that ſtatedly aſſemble in this 
Place, of myſelf and Brethren in the Miniſtry, 
and of every one that hears me. But a brief 
Hint or two muſt ſuffice. 

As for you, his dear Relict, Let the intimate and 
engaging Acquaintance which you have had, for 
many Vears, with his holy and religious Temper 
and Behaviour in his own Houſe, as well as in 
the Houſe of God, and Houſes of his Friends, 
animate you to a noble Emulation; that you, 
through a Continuance of divine Influence, may 
copy after him in his Faith, his Love and Zeal, 
and every other Grace, with which he was 
adorned; and in the whole of his good Converſa- 
tion in Chriſt. This is the beſt Improvement, 
that can be made of the awful Stroke of God's 
Hand, which now lies ſo heavy upon you. And 
if you are help'd to make this Uſe of it, it will 
ſweeten your bittereſt Sorrows, will revive and 
ſeal the Inſtructions of his Life, and turn his ſo 
much bewailed Death to your own, as well as 
his greateſt Gain. | 

Fi nd you, the dear fatherleſs Offspring, ſhould 
remember his wiſe, faithful and tender Counſel 
and Example, and charge it upon your Con- 
ſciences, as I now do in the Name of my great 
Lord and Maſter, to obſerve and follow them; 
that you, by the Bleſſing of God on your Re- 

| | flection, 
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flections upon them, may be 
the Corruptions, in Principle and Practioe, 
this dangerous and de Age, which he 
uſed ſo ſeriouſſy and affectionately to caution yu 
againſt; and that you may be excited, and en- 
gaged to adhere to thoſe Truths and Ways, in 
which he ſo happily and honourably lived and 
died. I rejoice to hear, that the two Elder of 
you have already, in your ſo early Days, ſoleen- 
ly given yourſelves up to the Lord in his Church. 
May theſe promiſing Beginnings be continued, 
and confirmed, with growing Improvements, *till 
the Day of Jeſus Chriſt! And may you all be 
the Favourites of Heaven, the gracious and du- 
tiful Sons and Daughters, and fo the Joy, of 
your diſconſolate Mother, and the Hopes of the 
riſing Generation! Let none of you expect to ſee 
your good Father's Face, and the Face of Chriſt, 
with Comfort, at the great Day, if you caſt his 
aternal and miniſterial Admonitions behind your 
Nas; But think you hear him, though . 
ſtill ſpeaking to each of you, as David did to his 
Son Solomon, Know thou the Gad of thy Fa- 
ther; and ſerve him with a pere Heart, and 
with a willing Mind : For the Lord ſearches all 
Hearts, and underſtands all the Imaginations of 
the Thoughts : If thou ſeek him, be will be found 
of thee ; but if thou forſake him, he will caſt thee 


off for ever. 


As to this Church, and the Pupils that were 


under his Charge, I would fay to them, —_ 
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ber him; that had the Rule over 5 and ſpoke to 


you the Word of God; whoſe Faith follow, conſider- 
ing the End of his Converſation. And I would 
leave it, as a moſt concerning Point, with my/elf, 
with my Brethren in the Miniſtry, and with 
every one here preſent, that, according to our re- 
ſpective Stations, we be not flotbful ; but Fol- 
lowers of them, who through Faith and Patience 
inberit the Promiſes. 
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